OutdoorRetailer

SUMMER MARKET

Thursday, August 10, 2006

Outdoor Role Models: Where Is Generation Next?
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Herrera, for one, is very familinr with
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the value of Fhough be

grew just a stones throw [from

southern  Calitornia’s  beaches  and
mountains, the great outdoors seemed a
waorld away a2 a child, Abused by a foster
turmily, he run oway at age 14, and ook
o the means streets of San | Nego

| come from a background in which
many have already given up or are not
alive,” Herrera savs, ™1 was involved with
gangs, and had many problems with

fighring and violence,”

Bur Herrera found sanctuary ar the
Tossaint Teen Center in San Diego
T'here he mer Chris Rurgers, the
Executive [ Yirector ol Chuardoore

Outreach, a Califormia non -P|'.'|I|r OrEnn-
irarion focused an helping at-risk vourh
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Herrera, gaining a positive role model
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Despite her young age, Hamilton

seeims 1o get it T l'm just me, she savs,

“But, yeah, if | can help persuade |
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