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Outdoor Role Models: Where Is Generation Next?

hat could a former San ['HcE;n

gang-banger and an 1 1-yenr-old
:.'_ill rmised in che shadow of Whistler
Mountan 51|:-'L-.||||1. have in common?
PMlenty, as it turns our, particalarly if
both are part of the continually evolving
ot |rs.|r|.l_'|;|:-|_||_|; I Fact, Outdoor
Industry Founduarnion feels Juan Herrern
anil l\a.'l:}-."'n:lu-:' Hamilron—the add
couple tn question—are unigquely posi-
toncd o lead the next generation of
industry role models. Both are part of
CIFs inaugural cass of Ouwidoor Tdols

(www.ourdooridols.orgl.  Joming them

i, Emily Harmngron,

are LogEan |'i||1_'
Rush Seurges, James Bonnetr,
Macy and Emily Jackson.

OIE a non |||l.-!lil arm estublished |'-:.

Travis

Ourdoor Industry Associution, launched
Crutdoor Tdols wo |:|.||' boost the industry
Ihe

of young outdoor athletes who exempli-

as & whal ol 1% o rabse the ;uul]]..

fv the r.'!|1:l~ of the :Juilh'lr:r In Euagm, they
can serve as trendserters and role models
for the next generation of ourtdoor
-\.]“E'l'll'\:.l\l.\. I-II.'II. I"I.III‘- 10y PG new
Ouedoor Idols every year, utilizing them
as ambassadors in a vanery of ourreach

programs. A panel of 20 journalists, ath

leves, indusery leaders and Ourdoor Tdols
.|]'|!|||||i i |” i IIII\.J'\I.' W illr:ll.'l * .||||||.|..|”|.

LeBron James and Dwvane
Wade w Tony Hawk and Kelly Slarer,

“From

every uther
industry has
heroes—raole-
models that
inspare vouth,”
SIS Al
Steimke, OIF5
l."r”!.:r.ll'l: main-

er and part ol

the brain trust

comcerved
I'.i' |I‘-.

IllHIIIHIlI:II]_'h

that
Churdoar
"By
heroes In ow
industry,
whether they VEDE
are climbers or
paddlers: or mountiineers, we have an
opportanity 1o share the benefits of the
active outdoor lifestyle with the vourh
BEMErATION.

Nueimike ECTh N0 Argurment Froem Marda
Strehy, one of the ourdoor industry's maoar
respected arhletes, Ineroduced 10 com

petieive mountain biking at the late :

of 28, Sireh nurmed pro in 1993, amd
quickly became a champion—baoth in
her sport and in business

Ihe outdoor indostry needs mole
medels for kids just like all the other

"Mow that our spores

\I'll:lJ"\-. S 3V

are becoming
Mare 5\'.3-_'|.III1I.I|-.'.
F\u,1||1|; are respect-
fual amed don't shun
LS us JLESE lIIII‘-{'
extreme athleres.”

limmy O’ Meill
grees. An ot
door industry vet-
eran, he has wsed
his smarus as o

world-class

climber 1o pro-
mote his spare, his
cireer and healthy
lifestyles. Y Nell,
who learned  his
lowe of the ourdooes Feodmi his f |||||||. asd
kid. fully realizes his Tespe insibility a5 o
roke model

to the

"Role models are IO

intellectual, physical and social well
The

cardy puidance | received m explare the

I:ll.'ili.'r'_ll' every child,” savs O Netll

of my immediare sur-

wild places ours
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mundings—and more impormantly my

|.|F|||.I::||‘| fone FIIIF\ |l||§,|.i ol \hlli\‘ |l‘|"¢l_' !II|
me brom which o mterce with others
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Herrera, for one, is very familinr with
Hi r‘III.' I'IIiIR.II.'?

the value of Fhough be

grew just a stones throw [from

southern  Calitornia’s  beaches  and
mountains, the great outdoors seemed a
waorld away a2 a child, Abused by a foster
turmily, he run oway at age 14, and ook
o the means streets of San | Nego

| come from a background in which
many have already given up or are not
alive,” Herrera savs, ™1 was involved with
gangs, and had many problems with

fighring and violence,”

Bur Herrera found sanctuary ar the
Tossaint Teen Center in San Diego
T'here he mer Chris Rurgers, the
Executive [ Yirector ol Chuardoore

Outreach, a Califormia non -P|'.'|I|r OrEnn-
irarion focused an helping at-risk vourh

by immersing them in the outdoors, For

Herrera, gaining a positive role model
transtormed his life
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he savs. “They can be ne Ve like a fel-

low gang member or an slcoholic parent.

and tam vour

Or they can be POV
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